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Opening Your Eyes To Women's Studies
by Sara Germain

Ir

jor because there are simply
not enough credit hours of
fered. Most majors offered
at Geneseo have a mini
mum of 32 credit hours that
have to be completed, and
the Women's Studies pro
gram is currently not able
to fulfill that requirement.
I myself was interested in
the class being offered for
the fall, and was looking
forward to registering for
it when, to my surprise, it
filled up within the first two
to three days of registration.
Like many others, I believed
that because Women's Studies is such a small program there wouldn't be much of a demand for
it; I was very wrong. Women's Studies classes are becoming quite
popular here, maybe so popular that the demand is not being met.
Perhaps Women's Studies is such a small program be
cause it is fairly young, with the idea taking root only in 1992
with Pat Murphy, an Associate Professor of Sociology. The pro
gram has grown since then, but there is still a long road ahead.
It is in the process of becoming a more significant presence on
campus, as is portrayed by the large attraction to the class offered
this fall, being offered as a minor. The Provost of the college, Dr.
Kate Conway-Turner, who has a background in Women's Stud
ies, has plans for the expansion of the program here into a more
influential aspect of the college. She believes that the program has
some very strong roots intact, but there is much room for growth.
Mostly what needs to be done at this point is to tap into the stu
dents and the faculty and see if Women's Studies can fulfill a great
er purpose. By offering more classes and inviting more professors
to bring their insights to this field, hopefully Women's Studies
can branch out and become an influence throughout the college.
Those who believe that the issues of gender and race are no
longer influential in our society are greatly mistaken. Yes, women
are now allowed in the work place and Blacks have the right to vote,
but until society is able to look past gender roles and racial stereo
types, there is much work to be done. Before any further progress
can be made, people's eyes must be opened to what discrimination
still remains and how Women's Studies is a tool to open those eyes.

you were to go around campus and poll the students
as to what feminism is and what Women's Studies teaches, the
most common answer you might receive would be that feminists
are big, scary, man-hating women, who want to rid the world of
all men, and that Women's Studies is a course that encourages
feminism. Well, that definition is partially true, Women's Stud
ies does encourage feminism; however, feminism is not what
people make it out to be. In fact, after hearing the given defini
tion of feminism, I believe that more people would be ashamed
to say they are not feminists. A feminist is someone (man or
woman) who believes in the equality of all people, in other words,
someone who works towards a gender and race neutral society.
Many people question whether feminism should be taught.
In an ideal society, feminism would not need to be taught; it would
be common every day practice. However, society is not at that point
yet. Until everything is truly equal, rather than merely appearing so,
feminism should not be disregarded in the classroom. Feminism can
be described as a way of looking at things, or as Alice Rutkowski,
an English professor with her masters degree in English and Wom
en's Studies, described it: "Feminism is taking a lens and applying
it to a discipline." In studying feminism, students' eyes will be
opened to their assumptions of gender roles. Society today is not
beyond looking down on a man who stays home to take care of the
children while his wife works, and Women's Studies classes will
expose these assumptions for what they are: gender stereotypes.
At Geneseo, Women 's Studies is taught in the form of
a program rather than a departmental section. The key difference
here is that a departmental section has professors that belong to
and teach in that department, while an interdisiplinary program
is taught by professors across many departments. Like Humani
ties, many different professors from different departments teach
Women's Studies, making the program more insightful and well
rounded. Women's Studies is not an individual aspect of the col
lege that has no effect on any other sector. Rather, it can be applied
to all fields. For example, Women's
Studies can be very useful to a psy
chology major who is interested in
how society shapes who we are.
Classes in Women's Studies will
make you think critically about
how things are impacted by fea
tures such as race, class, or gender.
It is well known that there are
more girls at Geneseo than there are
boys. The ratio is currently at six
girls for every four boys. Does any
one else find it ironic that we have
such a large female population here
and yet only one class is offered in
Women's Studies for the fall semes
ter? While we're at it, why is Women's Studies only a minor? The
answer is simple: it is not possible to have a Women's Studies ma-

http://www.tamu.edu/wmst/index_files/wsymbol3 .gif
www.peterkuper.com/ womeri/wornen.htm
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu
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PERSPECTIVES

Farewell To Pope John Paul II

ment in Catholic seminaries and boost the strength of the Church.
McMullin asserts that the "Church exists for the sake
of being attentive to its most fragile peoples." In America, this
means women, young people, and homosexuals. Since John
Paul II came to power, the Vatican stance on these groups has
been ultra-conservative: female ordination became out of the
question, as it was against scripture readings. Homosexuality
was frowned upon for the same reasons, and young people con
tinued in their traditional roles as troublemakers and listeners.
Father McMullin believes that the Vatican must adopt a
modem view towards all three issues. "The Church needs to pay
attention to the sciences," he says, and realize that sexual orien
tation is in the brain. Nothing can be done about an individual's
orientation, and the Church must find a place for gays and lesbians.
The denial of ordination to women due to scriptural reasons
is not a satisfying conclusion to a large issue. "It must be looked at
carefully," says McMullin. He also believes that the "Church must
be an attentive listener, not an authoritative dictator," in regard
to young people. They, "need to be respected and listened to."
"We think American issues are world issues, but they're not," be
lieves McMullin. The new Pope should also be concerned with
global poverty, and the unequal distribution of goods in the world.
But even before the next Pope was chosen, the like
lihood that he would address any of these issues was low. Very
low, as McMullin put it: "Since the last Pope picked his cardi
nals, there will be no major surprises." And there were none.

by Kseniya Popov

On April 2nd, at 3:37 pm, a clock in the choir loft of St.
Agnes Church in Utica stopped working. By the time choir mem
bers and organists assembled for the Saturday afternoon mass at
5:00, the entire world already knew what it meant: Pope John
Paul II had passed away in his small, but impenetrable Vatican.
Before he became leader of the Roman Catholic world,
he was known as Karol Jozef Wojtyla, the youngest bishop in Po
land. His career moved quickly, and in 1967, he was elevated
to cardinal. In 1978, he voted in his first Papal Conclave, elect
ing Pope John Paul I. Thirty-three days later, when John Paul I
was found dead, Karol Wojtyla voted in the Conclave that elect
ed him to the highest position a Catholic can hold - the Papacy.
Being the 264th Pope was not an easy job. John Paul II
survived two assasination attempts only a year apart: the first in
St. Peter's square, in Rome, and the other in Portugal. His visit
to, and private conversation with, Mehmet Ali Agca, the gun
man who attempted to kill him in St. Peter's square, was broad
casted all over the world, and won John Paul II celebrity status.
But the attempts did affect the Pope severely when
the bullet from Agca's gun tore through his body, damaging
the stomach. Doctors operated furiously, and all types of pre
cautions were taken, but it was believed that the virus cyto
megalovirus was transmited through a blood infusion, com
plicating recovery. The Pope also underwent a colostomy, an
opening in the abdomen for getting rid of wastes. Six months
later, Pope John Paul II declared that he did not wish " to con
tinue half dead and half alive", and the colostomy was reversed.
In 2003, the news that many had expected was confirmed:
the Pope was in the early stages of Parkinson's disease. However,
he continued to tour the world, speaking at many occasions, and
visiting many countries previously ignored by the Vatican, such
as Cuba. Beginning February 1, 2005, the Pope's health began
to sharply decline. After a bout of influenza, he was rushed to a
hospital to be treated for an inflamed larynx. A few days later
he was rushed back due to trouble with breathing. An operation
was performed, and John Paul II was advised against speaking.
Forty-six days away from his 85th birthday, Pope John Paul II
passed away, completing the third longest Papacy in Vatican his
tory. The announcement of his death in St. Peter's square was fol
lowed by a long round of applause, an Italian custom. In Geneseo,
Reverend Daniel McMullin of St. Mary's Catholic Church led
his congregation in a mass commemorating the life of the Pope.
Even before any preparations for the funeral ceremo
nies began, the question was already in the air: who would be the
next Pontif, the next leader of the Roman Catholic Church? W hat
policies will he need to enact in order to build a strong legacy?
Having been a priest for almost as long as the Pope had been in
office, Reverend McMullin has a good idea of what the Catholic
Church needs to continue strong imo the 21st century. Among the
many good works done by the Pope, Reverend McMullin espe
cially admires his writings on the Dignity Of Work and the Dig
nity of Human Persons, and various writings on the Eucharist, or
communion. However, there are problems in the Church which
concern him, among these the shortage of new priests. McMullin
believes that if married people were allowed to be ordained, and
if celibacy of priests became optional, this would increase enroll-

Pope Benedict XVI
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Affirmative Action In College Admissions Should Be Based On
Economic Status, Not _Race
by Karen Friedman

on race is not the answer. It is
not race that causes a person
to be unable to compete aca
demically; it is economic sta
tus. A white child below the
poverty line will be no more
able to afford SAT training
than a Hispanic child below
the poverty line; a black per
son in a wealthy middle-class
home is more likely to have
opportunities than a poor white
person. When we look at people by their race or ethnic group, we are
ignoring individual needs-a poor individual needs college admis
sion despite poor qualifications more than a wealthier individual.
Affirmative
Action
will
work
better if it is based on economic status, rather than race.
If based on economic status, Affinnative Action could benefit all
poor people, not just poor minorities, and people of minority eth
nicities who are not poor do not need the benefits. Since Affinna
tive Action's goal should not be to merely decrease the poverty
of certain groups, but of the population as a whole, basing it on
economic status will be far more just. People believe race is a
factor in poverty, but while it may have been a factor in becoming
poor, it should no longer be a reason for staying poor. Yes, some
employers may be discriminatory in their hiring practices, but law
no longer condones such behavior. It is impossible to change ev
ery individual's behavior, but US government policy now forbids
racial discrimination, which is the most that can be done on that
front. So while minority groups as a whole may have become
poor because of their ethnicities - blacks having been enslaved
and discriminated against for decades afte1wards - their race is
not what keeps them poor now. Similarly, an out-of-work lumber
jack's reason for being poor would be anti-deforestation policies,
or a waitress whose restaurant goes out of business could be forced
into retirement from that profession due to increasingly efficient
security technology, but those causes are not what would keep
them poor. Poverty is what keeps people - those who don't have
discriminatory government policies working against them - out
of college, and lack of education is what prevents most people
from leaving poverty. Affirmative Action helping all poor people
across the board will reduce poverty in every group, which will be
far more beneficial to society than helping only minority groups.
Affirmative Action, as it stands, is dumb. instead
of helping the racial majority of those who lack the opportuni
ties of the population majority, Affinnative Action should at
tempt to aid everyone experiencing economic hindrance. It also
doesn't make sense to help people who aren't in need just because
they share certain physical characteristics with those who are.

Many colleges throughout America promote Affirma
tive Action practices in their admissions process. These practices
admit less-qualified applicants over more-qualified applicants
purely on the basis of skin color. A college's three reasons for
doing so are to promote diversity on campus, to help impover
ished minority groups as a whole, and because they believe
people in these groups are less qualified than other applicants
due to racially-associated economic circumstances which pre
vent them from having the same opportunities as other appli
cants. To be blunt, these colleges are wrong in their policies.
There is no reason to assume that black or Hispanic
American students will be any more culturally diverse than white
students, unless one is basing diversity on skin color - which tells
nothing of one's practices. Not all white students have the same
cultural background. A white family can come from France, Po
land, Greece, Sweden, Ireland, Texas, Alaska, Australia, Italy, the
Netherlands, Lebanon, South Africa, Israel, or any of a hundred
more regions. These cultures are extremely different from one an
other-one could even argue that they differ more from each other
than do the African nations or the countries of Southeast Asia. Yet
college admissions boards seem to consider black or SoutheastAsian
students the pinnacles of diversity, and white students all the same.
Does moving to America automatically cause a family to lose its
cultural traditions? If so, why does this only happen to white fami
lies, and not Asian or African families? It is ridiculous to assume
that white families lose everything that makes them different mere
ly by stepping onto American soil, while other families retain their
heritage. So why would minorities bring more culture to a campus
than whites? This is not to say that having minority groups does
not make a campus diverse, but just that such students should not
be admitted solely for the different perspectives they might bring.
American colleges have an irrational obsession with di
versity. The population of the United States is 70% white-why
should an American college make an effort to have their statistics
reflect anything else? A minority may claim to be "uncomfortable"
because their ethnic group does not make up a larger portion of the
campus than they do of the country. This is equivalent to a WASP
going to a Japanese university and complaining there aren't enough
white people. If a person wants their ethnicity to make up a larger
portion of the campus population, they should attend a school in an
area where their ethnicity makes up a larger portion of the actual pop
ulation. Diversity on campus is a good thing, but diversity shouldn't
be a priority at the cost of admitting more qualified applicants.
To admit less-qualified applicants purely on basis of race
shows favoritism towards that race (AKA racism). At Michigan
State, the admissions process was based on a point system that
went as follows: I point for extra-curricular activities, 12 points
for a score of 1600 on the SATs, and 20 points for being black.
This ceases to be "helpful" and becomes blatantly discriminatory·
against non-blacks. While there is a major problem with minority
groups not having the opportunities to perform well enough to meet
a college's standards, and a problem with unsatisfactory percent
ages of minority groups attending school, Affirmative Action based

www.oakhalli.com/ collegehigh.html
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu
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College Changes Everything

by Sara Germain
Think back to your senior year of high school, the time ever, when you are in the process of fulfilling those pesky general
when you were guarding the mailbox in anticipation of either those education requirements, you may come across one that messes
hopefully big envelopes or those disappointingly unfulfilling small everything up. Sixty percent of students change their major. This
means at some point in these sixty percent of stu
envelopes. Senior year weekends were of
dents' lives, all their previous plans and hopes
ten spent writing endless essays for schol
are changed. However, most, if not all of them
arship applications, making senior year, as
are probably grateful that their plans changed. A
a whole, quite detached. The majority of
good college will open up every opportunity to
the year was spent preparing for college,
a student, allowing him to veer from the straight
which would prepare you for the "real
paths that he has been taught to follow. In this
world". By the time you had received all of
way, college helps you to become who you are
your acceptances and rejections, and decid
rather then who you have been taught to be.
ed where you were going for the next four
Open yourself up to the possibility that you may
years, you were set. That was it for the rest
learn mostly outside of the classroom. A good ex
of your life, you had a plan and knew what
ample of this is the freshman roommate scenario.
you were majoring in and would get right
Residential Life may try very hard to pair you up
to work on your major track first semester.
with someone who shares similar interests, but
But then you encounter this nag
you are still being asked to room with a complete
ging General Education Curriculum and find
yourself in a sociology class at 8:30 in the morning. You thought stranger. Some people find that these strangers become their best
this required-classes business was something that belonged only friends while others find their worst enemies; either way there is so
in high schools, and really it is just a waste of class time that could much that can be learned from your roommate. In fact, your room
be better spent to fulfill your major requirements. Does this sound mate may leave an impression on you for years to come. Looking
familiar to anyone? I know you will hate to hear it, but that sociol back on your college years, it may be harder to remember a day
ogy class at 8:30 in the morning is so much more then just a way in class than it will be to remember a day with your roommate.
If you think you' 11 leave college after four years with an
to get your social science core out of the way. Many people make
the mistake of thinking that college is simply a means of preparing swers to all your questions, you may be in for a surprise. Many stu
you for your job, when in reality, it is not a college's purpose to dents graduate without any real plans or ideas about where their next
turn you into your profession. Perhaps the most interesting class step lies, and that is not a bad thing. You have not wasted four years
you will ever take will have nothing to do with your future job, of money if you cannot land a job right out of college. If anything,
however, it may change your outlook on everything. Those stu your college experience should leave you with many questions, the
dents who spend all their hours buried in their books never taking answers to which you can seek in the "real world." So next time you
an interest in all the diverse views around them are wasting their register for classes, do not be afraid to take a class that has nothing
money. College is not the means by which you get a job that will to do with your major, as long as it will leave you with questions and
allow you to function in the world; rather, college turns you into a new ideas to bring along with you into the big scary "real wo_rld".
well-rounded person who can bring much insight to any situation.
General education classes are a means of bringing forth http://tlc.geneseo.edu/ conference/
ideas that you have never thought about before. Perhaps your par
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu
ents are both teachers, and their parents were teachers as well. All
you have been exposed to is teaching and you know, during your
senior year of high school, that teaching is what you will study.
You will not have to worry about taking chances or risking un
wise decisions because you know what lies ahead of you. How-

Don't forget to RESPOND!
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Please scan all art designs into a jpeg file for submission.
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Birth-Schooling-Work-Marriage-Kids-Death-NO
by Rachel Williams

I

to learn anything. Stress, lectures, thinking within guidelines ...
It is so degrading to have to put up with so much bullshit to get
what you want, because you're told it's the only way to do it. It's
like the poor dog humiliated by
doggy sweaters and coaxed into
doing ridiculous tricks.
Sit,
speak, roll over, jump-ha ha,
look at my power, here's a treat.
The reward is a piece of pa
per and a lot of debt. Where does
that get you? You're far from free
once you graduate. The system is
designed so that obtaining a job
is the only option you have: you
have debt. For most people, the
grand prize you worked so hard for is a job, indoors, for most
of your remaining life. ls there anything more unnatural for a
human being? The essence of being human is to be human: to
yearn for beauty, to yearn for knowledge, to yearn for freedom,
like any animal. In having more say than the other animals on
this planet, it seems absolutely absurd that we cage ourselves.
Working only gives money to pay bills:
Never
happiness,
never
relaxation,
never
living.
I can't offer the perfect solution, but I can see that some
thing is wrong. There are too many people in business suits cater
ing to their bosses' every demand, trying to save up for the latest
fads in their attempts to fill the empty space inside that technol
ogy, beauty salons, and money cannot fill, the hole that yearns for
something human in this world. Both stereotypical universities
and jobs are completely inhumane. What is this life America has
grown so accustomed to? There has to be another way to live.

Know why I don't feel bad spending ten dollars that I
don't have on a good meal? Because I've wasted tens of thousands
of dollars on a university education. I'm one of the many stu
dents here at SUNY Geneseo. My nega
tive views on schooling haven't changed
for some time now, but I was pushed to
keep with it because I was told it would
be worth my time and money in the end.
So I did, without my heart in it at all,
and upon nearing graduation I'm told, in
slightly different terms, of course, that my
degree really isn't worth that much. Ca
reer Services told me that I need to know
exactly what I want to do or a prospec
tive employer will just hand me a broom.
One of my advisors told me that I could maybe substitute teach,
or volunteer. Is that what we all came here to gain? The abil
ity to volunteer? Naturally, after having doubts for years about
this path I reluctantly chose, "I'm angry." I feel worthless and
screwed over, to put it mildly. College is where I have spent five
years of my youth, and I'm never going to get those years back.
I fell into a horrible trap. Middle class society led me
to believe that a formal education was the only way to go if you
wanted to achieve anything in life. I've always had my qualms
about the general education system. lf I wanted to spend a bunch
of money that I didn't have, I could have done it in a more satisfy
ing way than submitting myself to conformity, bullshit, and the
"education of a good school." I could have avoided the game of
retaining hoards of information from which the teacher might ask
me one question, the game of strictly following guidelines to form
an essay about something completely irrelevant to anything in real
life. Can you play your cards right? I never learned to play the
game. And then there's the famous stress factor: stress is supposed
to exist in this system. This baffles me because WHAT DOES
KILLING OURSELVES HAVE TO DO WITH LEARNING
OR KNOWLEDGE? To me, universitie§ 9ffer the worst ways

http://www-l 06.ibm.com/developerworks/rational/library/4601.
html
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu
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Loewen responded that his book has not had much impact on textbooks, but it has contributed quite a bit to teachers and their class
rooms. Loewen stated that a lot of teachers and educators have bought his book and started to teach against the classroom text
book. Teachers no longer "have to stand and tell lies to the children." Teachers also use this book as a supplement to history texts
to show how history can change greatly, depending on the individual that is speaking or writing. Another audience member asked
if problems resulted when students discovered that what they learned was either a distortion, pa11 of the whole truth, or a lie.
Loewen replied that students begin to disregard history class upon learning that they had been deceived. For this reason, it is im
portant that textbooks are updated, revised, and written more truthfully, so that students can trust what textbooks and teachers say.
The discussion made me think of a documentary I watched on Israeli-Palestinian relations, where the Israelis de
scribed how the Palestinians had omitted crucial historical facts from their textbooks concerning Israel. Although the docu
mentary was taken only from the Israeli perspective, l am sure that the Palestinians would have had similar complaints. I think a
good way to prevent discrepancies in textbooks would be for historians of different countries or racial groups to consult each oth
er and derive a common perspective of the shared history. A lesson can also be learned from Germany, whose laws make it ille
gal not to teach the Holocaust. Hopefully, American textbooks will also stop omitting, changing, or distorting historical events.
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu
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What Would Your Founding Father Say?
by Karen Friedman

As a country that prides itself on its equal treatment of
all citizens, the United States is disgustingly hypocritical. Just because there are now laws in place to stem the tide of discrimination
against non-men, non-Christians and non-whites does not mean that
the government does not tolerate discrimination. One might even
say the American government encourages it. America's treatment
of homosexuals is nothing short of appalling, and flies in the face of
everything the Constitution and our nation is supposed to stand for.
lt is the government Americans look to for prevention of
discrimination. Yet within our own military, gays are not allowed.
The "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy ensures than anyone who admits to being gay is prevented from joining the armed services.
Since many adults rely on joining the military for an income, or to
pay for college, this policy could be said to deny homosexuals equal
opportunities. And on what basis? Having gays in the military is
little different than having both sexes in the military. The military
has a number of reasons why they think homosexuals should not
be allowed in. Group cohesion may be weakened if group members are attracted to one another. Professionalism may be undermined since a person might be promoted because the promoter is
attracted to him or her. The risk of AIDS is increased, if others are
treated for wounds directly after a homosexual* is treated. The
same can be said for having both heterosexual men and women in
the military. They can be attracted to each other, to the point where
it will undermine group cohesion and professionalism. The risk of
A IDS is the same risk we have of any disease transmitted through
bodily fluids. Also, if one looks at the statistics**, HIV cases contracted through male-to-male sexual contact outnumbered cases
contracted through heterosexual contact by about three and a half
thousand. Blacks had about 6,000 more HIV cases than whites as
of 2003. Does this mean we shouldn't let blacks into the army?
Professionalism is not immobilized only by sexual attraction, but
by any sort of favoritism. Does this mean the US shouldn't allow family members into the military, or people from the same
town? The real problem the military seems to find with gays
- the disruption of group cohesion - is not a problem with gays
at all, but with homophobes. If there were policies against allowing homophobes into the army a lot of problems would be solved.
According to the Constitution and a number of other laws,
people in the United States cannot discriminate against one anothe_r on basis of morality. An employer cannot fire an employee for
supporting or not supporting the death penalty. Similarly, Jews,
who believe the consumption of pork or of dairy with meat is immoral, cannot refuse to hire gentiles who do so almost daily. Such
discrimination is against America's multicultural policy, because
in order to get along we have to tolerate the presence of people
who don't think the same way as we do. Therefore, discrimination
against homosexuals because one doesn't condone their behavior should be illegal. It is hypocritical for any Constitution-supporting American to think otherwise (though granted, Constitution-supporting Americans seem to be in the minority these
days). And while one may not approve of homosexual behavior
or wish to take part in it, one has no right to treat gays poorly.
It's one thing if there is a man who goes out every night
and kills a lot of children. He is affecting someone other than

himself. If a person not
only supports a cause
you don't believe in, but
goes about committing
acts of vandalism and/
or terrorism, you have
a right to complain and
send them to jail, because they are hurting
others. But when two
people are involved in a relationship, and you are only affected
because it offends you, you have no call to make a big deal over it.
The largest opponents of the gay population are the conser
vative religious groups, particularly the Christian-based ones. One
might find this ironic; if, as many scientists theorize, homosexuality
is a biological reaction to overpopulation, groups such as these that
encourage large families and discourage birth-control are arguably
the root of overpopulation in the United States, and therefore of
homosexuality. Some people are still convinced homosexuality is
a choice. Really, now, if homosexuality weren't biological, would
so many people raised to thump Bibles choose to be that way?
The hypocrisy of these groups, however, is that they
claim everyone is a sinner purely by virtue of being born, and
that people accumulate sins like heirlooms accumulate dust. If
homosexuality is a sin, why is it any worse than the sin of think
ing bad thoughts about your mother or sneaking a cookie before
dinner? Clergy members will go on at length about the sins of
fooling around with someone of your own sex, but seldom devote
long talks to the evils of embezzlement or discrimination (wonder
why), even though these are widely considered morally unaccept
able, which homosexuality isn't. What l really don't understand
is why homosexuality, which gets brief mention in the Bible, is
viewed as a horrible, sacrilegious crime, yet killing, that has an
entire Commandment devoted to its evils, is not. Indeed, many
conservatives take pride in little Johnny who went off to war to
fight the heathen Communists or Muslims. Are they embarrassed
that their son violated one of the laws God marked most impor
tant? No, but they weep and mourn for years when little Johnny is
caught kissing little Charlie. That's interesting behavior for peo
pie who claim to translate the Bible down to the (English) letter.
As long as we're on the subject of creative Biblical inter
pretations, one might wonder why so much attention is given to the
law against homosexuality. It is, after all, in the same section that
condemns a man for eating a pelican or seeing his uncle naked.
What right does Christianity have to keep the law against homosex
uality but discard the Kosher laws? Women do not go into red tents
to have their periods anymore, and bacon is a cherished addition to
many a breakfast table, so why do so many Christians continue to
gape at gays in shock? One should also consider by whom that law
was originally written (and I don't mean God). Pretend you are
the leader of a small Jewish tribe thousands of years ago, and you
want it to become a large Jewish tribe. Unfortunately, Reuben and
Levi are more interested in each other than in Sarah or Miriam.
Continued on page 10
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Lies, Omission, And Distortion

by Marsha Estes
portant aspects of history. I took the "American History Quiz"
After attending a lecture by
on Loewen's website (www.uvm.edu/~jloewen/) and realized that
Dr. James Loewen on his book, Lies My
LIES MY most of the questions that were asked were never covered in my
Teacher Told Me: Everything Your Ameri
TEACHER earlier education years. One question gave the names of differ
can History Textbook Got Wrong, I imme
TOLD ME ent Americans and asked which one was a communist with the
diately recalled a quote from Henrik Ibsen's
answer being Helen Keller. T his was shocking because despite
play, "An Enemy of the People," that ap
all the discussions on Helen Keller, I do not remember learn
plied to this lecture. In Ibsen's play, Petra,
ing about her being a communist. Teachers and textbooks only
a schoolteacher, says: "There is so much
mentioned
the earlier part of her life, when she was educated by
falsehood, both at home and at school. At
.:ruu
w.
10:i:wnw
Anne
Sullivan;
mention of the later and equally significant por
home, one must not speak, and at school we
tion
of
her
life
as a member of the Socialist party was left out.
have to stand and tell lies to the children."
Loewen
suggested
that the omission of this part of her life was
Although this play was written in the nineteenth century, the issue
meant
to
protect
children
so that they could continue to view
of lies in the classroom is as pertinent today as it was in the l 800's.
Helen
Keller
as
a
role
model
while distancing students from the
Dr. James Loewen specifically talked about the lies, omitted in
idea
of
socialism.
It
was
this
lack of knowledge of significant
formation, and distorted facts that students are taught through his
historical
facts
that
led
Loewen
to analyze twelve commonly
tory textbooks. It is important that history be taught devoid of
used
high
school
textbooks
and
to
write Lies My Teacher Told
lies, omissions, and distorted facts so that we ean actually learn
Me:
Everything
Your
American
History
Textbook Got Wrong to
from past mistakes, give credit to those people who truly deserve
reveal
a
more
truthful
historical
account
of American History.
recognition, and be able to make the changes that are necessary
The
book
explains
how
high
school
textbooks fail to in
to make wrongs right as well as to improve our circumstances.
clude
content
but
successfully
include
descriptions
of people's ap
Dr. Loewen, a sociologist, has taught sociology courses at the
pearances
and
other
trivial
facts.
American
history
textbooks also
Tougaloo College in Mississippi, as well as at the University of
distort
facts,
since
they
are
so
concerned
with
making
America the
Vermont, where he also taught classes on race relations. He be
hero
in
every
situation.
He
also
mentioned
how
certain
historical
came particularly interested in history while he was teaching at
events
were
taken
out
of
context
in
order
to
support
the
perspec
Tougaloo College. There,. he realized that his students exhibited
tive
America
wanted
to
take.
Loewen
also
showed
us
how
some
a distorted knowledge of American history. When he asked his
things
are
presented
to
students
whereas
others
are
concealed.
For
students what Reconstruction was, they replied that Reconstruc
example,
he
asked
the
audience
if
anybody
ever
heard
the
term
tion was the period after the Civil War when African Americans
took over, messed up, and as a result were taken over again by "the nadir" of race relations; only one person had heard of it. This
European Americans. Dr. Loewen expressed the shock he experi term contrasts greatly with well-known tenns like the "roaring
enced when he discovered that his students' convictions were lies. 20's" and the "gay 90's". T he "nadir" was the low point of race
Based on the distortion of facts, Loewen and another author relations in American history from 1890-1920. To clarify ''the na
wrote a book entitled "Mississippi: Conflict and Change" as dir" of race relations, Loewen displayed a picture on an overhead
a means of expressing the history of Mississippi as it really oc and asked for the audience to identify the individual; only a small
cLmed. They presented their book to the Mississippi Textbook percentage of the audience was able to do so. The picture was of
Purchasing Board so that their book could be considered for use John Brown, a man who made great contributions for the cause of
in Mississippi public schools. However, the book was rejected abolition. This might be because he was portrayed as a deranged
based on the argument that it was overly concerned with racial character in a political cartoon, and then as an overly religious
matters, especially those of African Americans. Loewen brought man who took orders from God in a New York Times article.
his case to court, claiming that his first amendment rights were Loewen mentioned that Brown was a believer of the New Testa
violated. When the judge asked why the book was rejected, the ment; however he did not hear the voice of God whispering to him
response was that the book would upset African American students therefore "the nadir" of race relations was trying to bring down a
when they saw pictures of African Americans being lynched. In man who worked towards ending slavery. Loewen said that "the
turn, teachers would have difficulty controlling overly upset stu nadir" period continues to exist today, since the negative views
dents, so banning the book would be the best idea. Another ar of minorities still exist in modern day textbooks. information
gument was that since the lynchings happened so long ago, they that is placed in new textbooks is just taken out of old textbooks
should be forgotten instead of being brought up again for study without any revision and is thrown in with more recent history.
One audience member asked Loewen an important ques
or discussion. In the end, the judge ruled in favor of Loewen.
tion:
has
his book made a difference in how textbooks are written?
While teaching a course entitled, "Lies my Teacher Told
Me" at the University of Vermont, Loewen learned that it was not
only students in Mississippi that were taught distorted versions of h tt p ://w w w.e d b y d e s ign . c o m /b o o k s /0684818868.h tm l
history. This is even true of myself and probably many other stu
dents, as history classes from elementary on leave out some imContinued on page 7
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After attending a lecture by
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the
discussions
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the
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of
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of
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historical
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Everything
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American
History
Textbook
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account
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American
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The book explains how high school textbooks fail to in
to make wrongs right as well as to improve our circumstances.
clude
content
but successfully include descriptions of people's ap
Dr. Loewen, a sociologist, has taught sociology courses at the
pearances
and
other trivial facts. American history textbooks also
Tougaloo College in Mississippi, as well as at the University of
distort
facts,
since
they are so concerned with making America the
Vermont, where he also taught classes on race relations. He be
hero
in
every
situation.
He also mentioned how certain historical
came particularly interested in history while he was teaching at
events
were
taken
out
of
context in order to support the perspec
Tougaloo College. There,. he realized that his students exhibited
tive
America
wanted
to
take.
Loewen also showed us how some
a distorted knowledge of American history. When he asked his
things
are
presented
to
students
whereas others are concealed. For
students what Reconstruction was, they replied that Reconstruc
example,
he
asked
the
audience
if anybody ever heard the term
tion was the period after the Civil War when African Americans
"the
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of
race
relations;
only
one person had heard of it. This
took over, messed up, and as a result were taken over again by
term
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with
well-known
terms like the "roaring
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and
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The
"nadir"
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the low point of race
enced when he discovered that his students' convictions were lies.
relations
in
American
history
from
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dir"
of
race
relations,
Loewen
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the
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a means of expressing the history of Mississippi as it really oc
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audience
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cLmed. They presented their book to the Mississippi Textbook
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a
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who
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great
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of
Purchasing Board so that their book could be considered for use
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because
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was
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as
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deranged
in Mississippi public schools. However, the book was rejected
based on the argument that it was overly concerned with racial character in a political cartoon, and then as an overly religious
matters, especially those of African Americans. Loewen brought man who took orders from God in a New York Times article.
his case to court, claiming that his first amendment rights were Loewen mentioned that Brown was a believer of the New Testa
violated. When the judge asked why the book was rejected, the ment; however he did not hear the voice of God whispering to him
response was that the book would upset African American students therefore "the nadir" of race relations was trying to bring down a
when they saw pictures of African Americans being lynched. In man who worked towards ending slavery. Loewen said that "the
tum, teachers would have difficulty controlling overly upset stu nadir" period continues to exist today, since the negative views
dents, so banning the book would be the best idea. Another ar of minorities still exist in modem day textbooks. Information
gument was that since the lynchings happened so long ago, they that is placed in new textbooks is just taken out of old textbooks
should be forgotten instead of being brought up again for study without any revision and is thrown in with more recent history.
One audience member asked Loewen an impo1tant ques
or discussion. In the end, the judge ruled in favor of Loewen.
tion:
has
his book made a difference in how textbooks are written?
While teaching a course entitled, "Lies my Teacher Told
Me" at the University of Vermont, Loewen learned that it was not
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AROUND TOWN

A New Reality On Main Street
by Kseniya Popov

Hidden behind the clothing racks, bookshelves, and
comfortable chairs of Georgene Nitzsche's Lunahsea is a comfort
able, softly lighted space where anyone can sit down and relax for
an hour or two. Large black Chinese characters painted on pure
white walls proclaim: "Love," "Strength," "Harmony," "Chi." A
handful of small tables are spread out on a warm gray carpet on
the left side of the room, each is tastefully decorated with flowers
and a tea set for four. After taking off your shoes, you are welcome
to choose a spot and make yourself comfortable. Chairs would
make you too tall for the tables, but you can always kneel or sit on
the comfortable black cushions surrounding them. A small chime
in the comer combines the sounds of bells and slowly flowing
water to create an atmosphere of peace and detachment. Chinese
screens and lanterns are placed strategically throughout the room.
The menu is an extensive list of strictly vegetar
ian and vegan dishes. Many, like the Banana Crunch Granola,
are made of organic ingredients. The cafe also has a great se
lection of teas and health shakes. Surprisingly, for such a spe
cialized eating place, none of the dishes cost above six dol
lars. A meal there costs about the same as it does at GFR.
Upon arrival, we take our shoes off and pick a spot near
a large screen. The cushions take a little getting used to, although
they are definitely more fun than a chair. Word of advice: sitting with
your legs folded under you like in The Last Samurai is not going to
work. At first you will feel fine, but then you'11 start panicking be
cause you've lost all feeling down there. Seriously, sit cross-legged
and you '11 be better off. Stretching your legs out under the table also
works, but make sure not to severely injure your companion, who
might have beaten you to it. And remember to wear clean socks.

We order drinks: Strawberry Delight shake and Panda
Bear tea. The waitress takes the order behind a small counter where
it is prepared while we wait. This strawberry shake isn't your Fed
dy's shake! It's one of those that will make you crave strawberries
months after you've had it, as well as the shake itself. Made from
fresh ingredients, it is smooth and a little tangy, disappearing in
your mouth as fast as you drink it. Go slow though, it won't last
forever! Unless you order another one, and another, and another ...
The Panda tea also meets with approval: it is a tasty
black tea, which has absolutely nothing to do with bears... I
think. But it will have your blood flowing faster, warming you
up for the meal. The waitress brings us a Black Bean Wrap
and a Spicy Santa Fe Burger. The bean wrap is exactly what it
sounds like; a warm wrap stuffed with beans, salsa and cheese.
It is an unexpected combination, but a great one. The salsa sea
sons the beans, and the cheese adds a little sharpness to every
thing, making this play of textures and tastes filling and fun to eat.
The Burger is also a complex play of tastes: salsa, chil
ies, peppers, cheese, and com held between two sprouted wheat
buns. It tastes good, but to those unaccustomed to vegetarian or
vegan food the absence of any kind of meat or meat substitute
will be unusual. It is a nice experience, but it will only fill you
up as much as a handful of salad and two pieces of bread can.
Don't be disappointed though; there is much to choose from.
The cafe is quiet during the evening, most of
its customers coming during the lunch hour. Just come
in, take your shoes off, and enjoy the slow pace of life
that !nanages to survive so near our hectic campus.
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu

Continued.from page 8

What do you do? Make a law. And later, when there are thousands of Sauls and Jacobs and Joshuas to spare, it's okay if some of
them don't feel like reproducing. Too bad people think your law is sacred and eternal, instead of a temporary societal glue. A lot
of people also like to point to Sodom and Gomorra as an example of God hating gays. How they get this out of the story I cannot
understand. Some angels go into a town and stay with a guy. Some other guys decide they want to rape the angels, the angels get
pissed off, and God turns the city into bits. This means that God does not want men to be in love with each other. Where oh where
is the logic? There are so many other ways to interpret it: rape is bad, raping the sacred messengers of our Creator is bad, inter
species relationships are bad, bestiality is bad (from the angels' point of view) ...but no, it gets interpreted as homosexuality is bad.
One of America's tenets, one that seems to disappear more with each passing vote, is the separation of church and state. While this
separation is clearly not happening, l still support the right of the church to not be forced to violate its own laws, even if l think those laws
are terribly misguided. Therefore, I do not support forcing churches to allow gay marriage, any more than I would support forcing Jewish
synagogues to serve ham sandwiches or Muslim women to take off those burkas. Whether or not a church wants to give the sanctity of their
God to a couple is their prerogative. Unfo11unately, our government and many social institutions base a lot of things on marriage- another
example of the blurred line between church and state. It is unfair that because religions will not support a couple, they should be denied
legal rights granted to more condoned couples. That is why l think the United States government should stop recognizing marriage at all.
Any and every union recognized by the government should be a civil union. That way, whether or not you are married is about as important
in the legal sphere as whether or not you were baptized. Insurance, hospital rights, and adoption should be based on civil unions instead of
marriages. In this way, civil unions are not "separate but equal" (which as we know is seldom equal). They are not separate at all. l think
this is the only way to allow gay couples the same right as hetero couples, without infringing on the church's right to be discriminatory.
Gays have a long way to go before achieving the rights many of us take for granted, or even the rights many
more have and aren't satisfied with. Until we can affect an actual separation between moral values and what is actu
ally acceptable for the state to do, groups in the moral minority will have an uphill struggle. For the sake of the coun
try, let us hope that people will be able to overcome their cultural and religious blinder sooner, rather than later.
Responses to this editorial may be sent to mint@geneseo.edu

10

The Best Kind Of Religion
by Alaina Maggio

Unbroken baby blue
On a May afternoon
The golf course empty
Except for you.
No rushing,
No detaining.
You take your time,
Altering your stance by de
grees,
Skirting holes that are
Too simplified
Too complex.
You subtract strokes
From a card
That only you will see,
Until you realize
That there is no trick
And let it fall.

http://www.moveandstay.com/
bangkok/guide _golf_courses.asp
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Like What You See?
Subscribe for free MiNT Magazines by e-mailing mint@geneseo.edu
Want To Help Out?
Donations of any amount are welcome and needed! This is the last year MiNT will be funded by The Vice
President's Grant for Creating Community Through Diversity. Make all checks payable to "Student Association:
Mint Magazine" in College Union 316

We work, work, work,
We work, work, work
We work the whole day through
We work, work, work,
We work, work, work,
To bring this MiNT
To You!

